Hello to all of you!!
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Sikkim…..early February….it is as if entering into a frozen landscape….a silent movie…..like being in a timeless picture….

Everything is so quiet….

Everything is so still….

It is winter and there is a profound stillness in nature….

As if nothing moves….not even time….truly amazing….

As if everything and everyone is somewhat withdrawn inside….turned within…..

So beautiful!!

But looking more closely…then one can perceive some movement….in the monastery for example things are moving on….Over the last couple of months we haves started to buy building materials for the new accommodation which is going to be constructed very soon. It is utterly exciting!!!
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As you can see on these pictures: sand, cement, bricks, wood  is ready for use and on 15th of February the actual building work will start!!

We are going to construct a house with several small meditation rooms which will be used in the future by the monks to do their  individual meditation retreat. Wongchuk the head lama will have a room in the house as well. We will also build some retreat facilities for foreigners so that they can come and stay to do their own Buddhists retreat.
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This is the land where the building will be constructed. Two man have just started to build a retaining wall . This is necessary because all the land here is leveled and has to be supported as to prevent the whole building from sliding down hill during the heavy monsoon rains. Of course I will keep you informed about the progress!

On the 7th of February the Tibetan New Year (Losar) started. This was celebrated in the monastery with an early morning puja  which started at 5 O’clock. The monks performed the puja by reciting prayers, making offerings and putting up prayerflags as to welcome the New Year in an auspicious way.
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Recently Jangchhub Choling monastery is officially registered by the Government of Sikkim as a monastic school for young monks…which is a great achievement. The government officials have advised Wongchuk to take in some more new students. But of course this is only possible with enough monetary funding. …So if anyone is interested in financially supporting one of the new young monks on a monthly basis (US dollars 20,- per month) then please let me know.
Also the funding for the new accommodation is still not sufficient…any donations towards this highly worthwhile project are most welcome!!

Single or  monthly donations can be sent to the following bank account: 

Hedwig Bakker inz. Sikkim

IBAN:  NL 31 PSTB 0009174895

BIC: PSTBNL 21

Name of bank: Postbank

Place: Amsterdam, Netherlands
So,  all and all things are going very well for the monks and the monastery and it is a great joy to be part of this wonderful, small but utterly meaningful project.

Thanks to you all!

Blessings from the monks!

Love and Light

Hedwig

